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thoroughly. Apparently, however, from 1827 to 1836 he could not support himself and satisfy his creditors without drawing bills. These he often could not meet, and had to renew; and the accumulated interest on these obligations formed a floating debt, which was from time to time increased by some new extravagance.
In his vain struggles to escape, he worked as jurely no man has ever worked before or since, [n 1830 he brought out about seventy, and in 1831 ibout seventy-five publications, including novels, tnd articles serious and satirical, on politics and general topics ; and in twelve years, from 1830 to 842, he wrote seventy-nine novels alone, not minting his shorter compositions. Werdet, who >ecame his publisher in 1834, gives a curious .ccount of his doings; and this may, with slight nodifications, be accepted as a picture of his isual mode of life when in the full swing of composition.
He usually went to bed at eight o'clock, after a ight dinner, accompanied by a glass or two of ^ouvray, his favourite wine ; and he was seated at lis desk by two o'clock in the morning. He wrote rom that time till six, only occasionally refreshing iimself with coffee from a coffee-pot which was ermanently in the fireplace. At six he had his ath, in which he remained for an hour, and is servant afterwards brought him more coffee. Werdet was then admitted to bring proofs, take way the corrected ones, and wrest, if possible, fresh